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SUBJECT: SPANISH REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON NATIONAL CARGO 
BUREAU AND US GRAIN STANDARDS ACT 

1 . EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED REQUEST NUMBER 334/77, DATED APRIL 23, 

FROM COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE, NUMBER 4, GENERAL CASTANOS 1, 

MADRID, WHICH IS BASED ON REQUEST FROM COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE, 

NUMBER 4, VALENCIA, IN CASE NUMBER 1377/76, OF THE STATE PRO- 
SECUTOR AGAINST NA VIERA AZNAR, 

SA, OVER A CLAIM IN THE AMOUNT OF 6,024,860 PESETAS. 

2. COURT'S FIRST REQUEST IS THAT THE EMBASSY CERTIFY "WHETHER 
THE NATIONAL CARGO BUREAI ING(SIC), IS AN ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC 
LAW THAT WAS CREATED AS AN AUXILIARY OF THE UNITED STATES 
COAST GUARD FOR THE PURPOSE OF CARRYING OUT THE PRO- 
VISIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION OF SAFETY OF LIFE 

AT SEA AND IF ITS CERTIFICATES CONSTITUTE "PRIMA FACIE" 

EVIDENCE OF THE EXECUTION OF THE FORESEEN REGULATIONS ON 
LOADING AND STOWAGE OF GRAINS IN SHIPS WHICH MUST BE CARRIED 
OUT FOR TRANSPORT OF THESE CARGOS, WHICH AIM TO GUARANTEE 
SAFETY OF NAVIATION." 
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3. FURTHER, EMBASSY IS REQUIRED TO CERTIFY "WHETHER THE CHAMBERS 
OF COMMERCE OF THE PORTS OF THE USA ARE AUTHORIZED TO ISSUE 
CERTIFICATES OF STOWAGE ON THE BASIS OF THE US GRAIN 
STANDARDS ACT AND TO VERIFY IN THESE THAT THE CARGO SPACES OF 
THE CORRESPONDING SHIPS MEET ADEQUATE CONDITIONS, AT THE TIME 
OF INSPECTION, TO RECEIVE THE CARGOS AND TO TRANSPORT THEM 
WITHOUT RISK TO SAME." 
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4. COMMENT: REQUEST GUIDANCE ON REPLY TO SPANISH COURT. 
IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT COURT'S REQUEST ASKS FOR RESPONSE 
"WITHIN THE TERM OF PROOF, WHICH EXPIRES ON MAY 20 NEXT." 
STABLER 
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